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Opening of Soaring Contest 

Featured by Hirth’s Flight 

Lack of Favorable W inds Slows Initial Days; 
O’Meara and Allen Are Among Those to Qualify 


ELMIRA (x. y.) — Wolf Hirth’s flight 
lasting a few seconds less than an hour 
featured the opening days of the Na- 
tional Soaring Contest, being run by 
the National Glider Association, which 
opened here September 21 anti will 
come to a close on October 5. 

On the 22nd there was again a lack 
of favorable winds as was the case on 
Sunday, the first day, which was prac- 
tically windless and kept gliders and 
crews on the ground most of the time. 

Only in mid-afternoon Sunday, when 
Wolf Hirth. the famous German pilot 
who recently projected a trans-Atlantic 
flight in a light airplane, arrived in his 
Klemm monoplane and reported that 
he had been able to climb above the 
ridges as he approached with his throttle 
fully closed, did hope rise. A couple of 
hours later, after one false start towards 
an unsatisfactory launching place and 
after some preliminary bickering with a 
farmer over the right to use his property 
for that purpose, the first trials of the 


Out of the ten or twelve possible start- 
ing places that had been listed on the 
ridges that fringe Elmira [see contour 
man in The Aviation - News for Sept. 
20] the one selected for use on the first 
day was South Mountain [just at the 
southern extremity of the map printed 
last week], whence Jack O'Meara had 
taken off for his one-hour flight a month 
ago. giving the first actual proof that the 
Elmira site had soaring qualifications. 

Appropriately enough, it was O'Meara 
who opened the National Meet, and 
using the same Baker-McMillan sec- 
ondary or "utility” type with which his 
earlier trials were made. The wind was 
too light to offer any hope of soaring, 
and although O'Meara received a little 
lift on the windward side of the first 
ridge that he crossed, he almost imme- 
diately passed below the horizon and 
went in a long curving glide to a land- 
ing on the airport a mile and a half 
away from the hill. His flight lasted 
4 min. 38 sec., and he used the occasion 
to make his first trial for precision land- 
ing at a flag on the airport, coming to 
rest with the marked point on his glider 
36 ft. from the mark on the ground. 


Not long after O’Meara’s landing, 
Edmund T. Allen took off in a similar 
machine entered by the Goodrich Glider 
Club of Akron. Allen, now test pilot 
for the Boeing Aircraft Corp. and in- 
termittently flying the mail for Boeing 
Air Transport, has been little concerned 
yvith gliding activity in recent years, 




d he flew il 


but was one of the pioneers 
war experiments in this country, ne 
was the pilot of the glider built by 
students at the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, where 
undergraduate, in 192. 
as the only American entry m uie seal- 
ing contests in France and Germany in 
that year. He was a leader in attempts 
to promote soaring and the holding of 
contests in the United States in 1923 
and 1924. but public interest never rose 
sufficiently high to make any such com- 
petitions possible. 

Those who remembered the experi- 
ence of 1922, or who recall the glider 
and light plane department which Mr. 
Allen conducted in Aviation - for a num- 
ber of months at that time, watched over 
his return to the sport with special in- 
terest. Although he made no attempt 
to soar or even to divert his course 
along the face of the ridge as O'Meara 
had done, he held his glider aloft for 

orcl, established only a few minutes 
earlier, by stopping 13 ft. 6 in. from the 
flag on the airport. Both his distance 
and O’Meara's were well within the 
qualifying limit of 501) ft., and both are 
in line for prizes unless tlieir perform- 
ances are improved upon in the later 
days of the meeting. 

Just ten minutes before sunset Hirth 
called for volunteers for a launching 
crew. His method of launching differs 

little from usual practice in that the 
*’ ' * ’ ’ is a release ring 


Insurance Offered — 
With Demonstration 

Selling insurance against 
damage from falling airplanes 
may bo all right, but giving 
demonstrations thereof is 

thinks the Property Taxpay- 
ers Association of Bergen 
County, N. J. 

Recently in Little Ferry, 
salesmen have made house-to- 
house canvasses with their 
policies, and while the sales- 
men cruised through the 
streets a plane fittingly cruised 
overhead — and not very far 
overhead, either. It was a 
"racket” said property hold- 
ers, to frighten prospects into 
laying in a supply of insur- 
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controlled by the pilot, permitting him to 
cut loose from his moorings at exactly 
the instant that he wishes. Using more 
than the ordinary amount of tension in 
his shock cord for launching. Hirth 
zoomed 50 ft. or more immediately on 
taking off. In spite of a previously de- 
clared conviction that soaring would be 
quite impossible and that he would only 
be able to glide to the airport as 
O'Meara had done, the pilot quickly 
caught an uptrend beyond the first val- 
ley that he crossed. After passing 
briefly below the horizon he began to 
climb, and mounted several hundred feet 
above it At the end of 15 min. he was 
swinging back over the starting-point, 
waving and calling to the crowd on the 
ground. Darkness fell with the German 
sailplane still aloft. After almost an 
hour of flight it swept silently over the 
airport hangar into the light, banked 
sharply, turned across the field, and 
came to rest close to the bonfire that 
had been kindled to serve as a guide. 
The official time aloft was 59 min. 48 
sec. — an extraordinary performance 

under the unfavorable conditions exist- 
ing on Sunday. Although the wind 
had picked up slightly just as Hirth took 
off. it can hardly have exceeded 12 
m.p.h. at ground level at any time. 


The German pilot would have quali- 
fied for the altitude competition for 
which the prizes are presented by Avia- 
tion and The Aviatiox News, but not 
anticipating any such results from his 
own flight he had failed to carry a 
barograph, and there was no official 
measure of altitude, liiere could be no 
doubt that he climbed to well above the 
400 ft. required as the minimum quali- 
fication for an altitude prize. His dura- 
tion was beyond the qualifying limit in 
that competition, set at 30 min., but did 
not count for the prizes donated by the 
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Wright Aeronautical Corp. as they are 
reserved for American citizens. 

The Musterle, Hirth's glider, is a 
typical example of the best German sail- 
plane construction. Built of plywood 
by the Kassel Aircraft Works, it has a 
cantilever wing of an aspect ratio of 
around 15 and of about 50 ft. span. As 
in several other successful machines of 
recent design, the fuselage is rather 
short as compared with the wing span, 
and there is no stabilizer except a short 
center section to which the elevators are 
attached. The stream-lining is less ex- 
treme than in many cases, for the skid 
projects several inches below the fuse- 
lage ; there is a tail skid, external aileron 
horns arc used, and the cockpit is of 
liberal dimensions. O'Meara, although 
his machine made no pretense of being 
of refined soaring design, closed himself 
into the cockpit with hooklcss fasteners 
That drew the fabric close up to his chin. 


A list of the qualifying flights follows: 

J. K. O'Meara, flying Baker-McMil- 
lan Cadet II. for Baker-McMillan Co- 
September 21, wind velocity 2-10 m.p.h. 
Time in air. 4 min. 38 sec. Qualified 
in spot landing contest. Distance from 
mark 36’. 

Edmund T. (Eddie) Allen, flying 
Baker-McMillan Cadet II for Goodrich 
Glider Club, September 21, wind veloc- 
ity 5-10 m.p.h. Time in air, 5 min. 14 
sec. Qualified in spot landing contest. 
Distance from mark 13' 6". 

Edmund T. Allen, flying Baker- 
McMillan Cadet II for Baker-McMillan 
Co., September 23, wind velocity 0-6 
m.p.h. Time in air 3 min. 57 sec. 
Qualified in spot landing contest. Dis- 

( Above flights made from South 
Mountain. Elmira, N. Y.) 

In addition to those, on September 
23rd, Wolf Hirth and J. K. O'Meara 
each made two soaring flights of better 
than 40 min. for Hirth and one hour 
for O'Meara. O’Meara flew the Akron- 
Kondor soarer of the Baker McMillan 
Co. and probably qualified for altitude 
and duration, and Hirth for altitude 
and landing on a mark. 

Official returns are not available at 
present as both carried barographs, 
which will have to be checked. 


Missouri Tour Draws 14 Planes 

KANSAS CITY— Fourteen planes left 
Jefferson City September 18 on the first 
annual good will lour of the Missouri 
State Chamber of Commerce, a flight of 
1,000 miles throughout the state, ending 
the 20th. More aviation, more airports, 
and more air markings for Missouri 
were some of the endeavors it sought 
to promote. At Trenton, the fliers 
found that a small tornado had demol- 
ished the only hangar at the airport, and 
with it. the wind sock. But pilots were 
given the wind direction by a white-clad 
band of high school students who 
formed a living weathervanc sign on the 
ground below. 


Blase Conquered 
By Seaplane Brigade 

PENSACOLA — A new 
method of fire fighting has 
been uncovered here. 

When a buoy in Pensacola 
Bay caught fire after a tank of 
kerosene exploded, a seaplane 
piloted by Don F. Smith flew 
to the scene, where the avia- 
tors formed a bucket brigade 
and put out the blaze. 


Paulin Company Moves Factory 

LOS ANGELES — American Paulin 
System, Inc., a subsidiary of Commer- 
cial Instrument Corp., and manufacturer 
of aircraft and other instruments, is 
transferring factory operations from 
Los Angeles, Calif., to Meriden, Conn., 
where they will fie consolidated with 
those of the Tiffany Manufacturing Co. 
and Connecticut Telephone and Electric 
Co. Commercial Instrument Corp. is 
allied through an interlocking director- 
ate with the Bendix organization. 


Consolidated Expects 
Earnings Above ’29 Total 

BUFFALO — Consolidated Aircraft 
Corp. earnings in 1930 will show an 
increase over the 1929 figure which was 
$1.64 per share and may approach the 
record earnings in 1928 of $2.39 per 
share, it is predicted by Ray P. Whit- 
man, assistant general manager of the 
company. 

"Net working capital at the end of 
1929 amounted to $1,353,106 while in- 
ventories were about $1,000,000 larger 
than in 1928,” explained Mr. Whitman. 
"During the early months of 1930 these 
inventories were considerably reduced, 
while the working capital was propor- 
tionately increased. 


“Our business has suffered only 
slightly from the business recession and 
we have every reason to believe there 
will be a marked improvement during 
the last quarter of the year. By this 
time next year we should have experi- 
enced one of the best years in our his- 
tory. Orders for government planes 
have increased during the last two 
months. Recently we completed orders 
for models NY and PT shipments to 
Army and Navy bases. Within the 
next few weeks we will deliver a fleet 
of Consolidated Thomas-Morse model 
0-19 observation planes to the U. S. 
Army Air Corps at Dayton, Ohio. 
Private fliers have placed many orders 
for the sport model Fleet planes and 
this demand has exceeded our expecta- 
tions so that our production of this model 
will be increased in the 1931 schedules." 


To Study Carbon 
Monoxide Danger 

Navy Bureau to Investigate 
Hazard to Pilots from T his Gas 
WASHINGTON— In die face of re- 
cent events centering attention on car- 
bon monoxide gas and its danger to 
pilots, the Navy Bureau of Aeronautics, 
Medicine and Surgery department, is 
making plans to investigate the degree 
of' hazard airmen arc subject to from 

The presence of this deadly sub- 
stance on his most recent attempt to 
fly the Pacific non-stop forced Lieut. 
Harold Bromley to return to Japan, his 
starting point. It is said to have come 
very near causing disaster, leaving 
Bromley and his co-pilot semi-conscious 

He later expressed the belief that 
this poison may have directly or in- 
directly caused the death of "missing” 
trans-Atlantic fliers. 


Carbon monoxide was also believed 
to be an important factor in the death 
of Capt. Arthur Page at the National 
Air Races. However, a post mortem 
conducted by Lieut. Comdr. Joel J. 
White, flight surgeon, revealed the 
body contained less than one-half of 
one per cent of the gas. It has made 
trouble on a number of racing planes 
in the past, especially on Lieut. Alford 
William’s Mercury racer in 1929. 
Lieutenant Williams was wholjy over- 
come on one occasion while taxiing. 

Rear Adm. William A. Moffet. Chief. 
Bureau cf Aeronautics, declares naval 
aviation has not been bothered to any 
degree by this danger, Navy craft being 
equipped with collector rings designed 
to protect pilots from such trouble. 
Pilots have reported noticing the fumes, 
but have never been seriouly affected 
by them. Carbon monoxide itself has 
no odor, and the gases oppressive to the 
senses are not the dangerous ones. 


Calling attention to the fact that car- 
bon monoxide occasionally seeps into 
closed automobile bodies the automo- 
tive research division of the Bureau of 
Standards sees where a similar situa- 
tion might occur in the case of cabin 
planes. No investigations of the matter 
have been carried on by this agency, 
however, and it is net yet known just 
how the Navy Bureau will conduct its 
experiments, though it is intimated 
that wind tunnel tests might be em- 
ployed in the work to be undertaken 
along these lines. 

Lieutenant Commander White, while 
favoring research along these lines, is 
of the opinion that though carbon 
monoxide might have been a contribut- 
ing element in the fatality of the cross- 
ocean aviators, it was probably not the 
direct cause of the disappearance of 
these persons. 
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3,280 of the total 4,848 mi. 

With Russell, first: Livingston, si 
ond; and Davis, third, the ether stai 
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in tenth position at Regina, nosed ahead 
of Les Bowman, Kinner Waco pilot, 
for ninth position, Bowman slipping 
back to tenth. Another change was 
that Walter Carr, pilot of the Para- 

to fourteenth, Bart Stevenson, flying a 
Lambert Monocoupe switching places 




Since the 'tart of the l our at Octroi 
Davis and Livingston, Waco pilot 
have been staging a great fight to eve 
come the handicap embodied in con 

niula by working their way to the tt 


Added to their determination tt 
the Waco colors to the top is a 
rivalry between themselves. 


Because Livingston has a formula 
constant of 12.5 or one-tenth of a point 
higher than that of the 12.4 held by 
Davis, it was seen as inevitable at the 
start, that, barring trouble, Livingston 
would pass Davis. From nearly 368 
points registered at Chicago. Liv- 
ingston, at Edmonton, had reduced 
Davis' lead over him to a mere 33.1 

multiplied by the speed in arriving at 
the leg score and inasmuch as Liv- 
ingston, thus far, seems to have a slight 
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Calgary, where a stiff wind from the 
north greatly increased the speed 
chalked up by every plane making this 
leg of the Tour run. 

Incidentally, some noteworthy speeds 
for scheduled flying have been es- 
tablished thus far in this year's event. 
The fastest entries include the two 
Wacos, the two Fords, the two Bel- 
lancas, and the Curtiss Kingbird, with 
Livingston's Waco and Zeller's Ford 
easily the fleetest of this group. Liv- 
ingston’s highest speed thus far has been 
172.3 m.p.h.. which was made with the 
assistance of a tail-wind between Ed- 
monton and Calgary. Zeller's highest 
speed so far is 172.2 m.p.h.. made over 
the same leg. Average speeds of all 
I be computed at the end 


of tl 
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Concentrate on 30 hp. Szekely 

HOLLAND (mich.) — Szekely Air- 
craft and Engine Co. is centering its 
production on the 30 hp., model radial 
engine, the S.R.3. standard in one of the 
two American Eaglet models. Due to 
increased orders, O. E. Szekely, presi- 
dent. is planning speedier production. 


The Aviation Neiot 


Protest Against 
New Jersey Ruling 

Aero Chamber Takes Action 
As State Bars Lakes to Planes 

NEW YORK — Reverberations of com- 
plaint caused by New Jersey's decision 
to prohibit aircraft from operating on 
the state's inland waterways has cul- 
minated in the Aeronautical Chamber 
of Commerce, as spokesman lor the 
aviation industry, filing a formal pro- 
test with the New Jersey State Board 
of Commerce and Navigation, at Tren- 
ton. N. J. 

It requests that representatives of the 
Chamber be allowed to appear before 
the Board for further discussion of this 
important decision, handed down in re- 
fusing Frank A. Morgan of Nolan 
Point, Lake Hopatcong, permission to 
operate a flying boat between that point 
and this city and to reserve a portion of 
the lake as a landing base. 

As well as the deterrent effect the 
ruling might have in the seaplane, flying 
boat, and amphibian field, the Chamber 
also noted it might cause a value depre- 
ciation in lake front properties as owners 
of such craft would consider establish- 
ing abodes in other states. 

However, J. Spencer Smith, president 
of the Jersey Board, believed the regula- 
tion should have no adverse effect on 
aviation's progress in the state and 
declared that the prohibition referred 
only to lakes and other small bodies of 
water within the state’s bounds, and not 
rivers. He claimed that the decision 
had been made solely in the interests of ( 
safety for those boating in these dis- ^ 
tricts, swimmers, and such. 

When the matter was brought to the 
attention of Col. Clarence M. Young, 
Assistant Secretary of Commerce for 
Aeronautics, he stated the stand taken 
might prove justifiable, but the signifi- 
cance of the verdict could not be at once 
determined. It might only reflect a 
local condition, one not existing through- 


“If the disadvantages in allowing sea- 
planes to navigate on, fly from, and land 
on inland waters of the State are so seri- 
ous and numerous as to .offset the pos- 
sible benefits which might accrue to the 
State of New Jersey, then the action 
possibly is both wise and justifiable," he 

Concerning the jurisdiction involved, 
Gilbert G. Budwig, Director of Air 
Regulation, stated that New Jersey air 
traffic regulations provide the state with 
the necessary authority for passing such 
a ruling, but both he and Young were 
uncertain as to the exact legal status 
of the verbal decision issued by the 
Board in refusing Morgan's request. 

The New Jersey code states “. . . 
it is unlawful to fly within this State 
at such a low altitude as to interfere 
with the then existing use to which the 
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PLANE DEVELOPMENTS 


be eminently 
dangerous to persons or property law- 
fully on the lands or waters beneath:” 
prohibits “the landing of an aircraft on 
the lands or waters of another without 
his consent.” except in emergencies, it 
was pointed out. 

Department of War, Army Engineers, 
explained that its jurisdiction over in- 
does not extend to control over lakes 
entirely within the state. 

Despite the comments of these vari- 
ous official agencies, it is announced 
that no formal report on the matter will 

thoroughly investigated. 


Swetlands Appeal 
Curtiss Case Decision 

CLEVELAND— -Not satisfied with the 
injunction granted July 8, which pre- 
vented planes from the Curtiss-Clevc- 
land field from flying over their prop- 
erty at a height of less than 500 ft., 
F. L. and R. H. Swetland have appealed 
the decision and seek to restrain planes 
from flying above their land at any 

In addition, the Swetlands wish to 
set aside federal Judge George P. Hahn’s 
decision that the airport, adjoining their 
property, is not a nuisance per se and 
to secure an injunction against the use 
of that area as an airport. 

. Much attention was centered on the 

Judge Hahn and on his decision order- 
ing planes to maintain at least a 500-ft. 
altitude when flying over suburban dis- 
tricts. Failing to observe this ruling 
' ’ ‘ li "‘ — trespass. 


Boeing. First test of a new pursuit 
plane, which will later be demonstrated 
before both the Army Air Corps and 
the Navy Bureau of Aeronautics, has 
recently been completed by the Boeing 
Airplane Co., of Seattle, Wash. The 
plane has an all-metal monocoque fuse- 
lage and is a biplane with wings sim- 
ilar to the Boeing P-12C model. The 
same company has also delivered a XP-9 
high speed, high altitude pursuit plane 
to the Army Air Corps. In this plane 
the usual maneuverability has been 
slightly sacrificed to give higher speed 
and altitude. 

Robin. The Curtiss-Robertson Co. has 
submitted a bid to the Navy for con- 
struction of a special Kingbird ambu- 
lance plane. This plane would be sim- 
ilar in every way to the standard model 
of the Kingbird, except for interior al- 
terations. Action is expected on this, 
bid shortly. 

Huntington. A plane known as the 
Huntington “Churn" has been given 
tests by the Huntington Aircraft Corp.,. 
of Stratford. Conn. The plane employs 
a 40 hp. Szekely Engine and has a wing 
span of 38 ft. and a length of 22 ft. It 
is a two place, open cockpit monoplane. 
The seating arrangement is side by side. 
The plane has now been placed itr 
production. 


Plan Light Plane, Glider Meet 

PHILADELPHIA— A meet for light 
planes and gliders, to be held October 
24, 25, is being sponsored by the Tri- 
State Council of the National Glider 
iation. The Council will name the 
its meeting on October 3. 


Intra-Wing Engines Feature Neiv Army Fokker 



T his is the long range reconnaissance 
plane, designated as the OX-27, de- 
signed and constructed by the Fokker 
company for the Army Air Corps. Two 
Curtiss Conqueror engines are housed 
almost entirely within the wing and 
propellers are but a short distance ahead 
of the leading edge. The landing gear 
is rectractable and the wing is unusually 


thick in comparison to fuselage depth. 
The wing span is 64 ft. and the overall 
length 37 ft. 

Our photograph shows the plane at 
Bolling Field, Washington, prior to its 
flight to Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, 
for testing. At Washington the craft 
was inspected by officials of the War 
Department and Army officers. 
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Four Planes Awarded ATC’s 

WASHINGTON— Four more planes 
have been granted Approved Type Cer- 
tificates by the Aeronautics Branch. 
According to certificate number, manu- 
facturer, model, power plant, and 
weights (empty, useful, and gross), 
these are: 364— Pitcairn, PA-8; one 
or three-place open biplane; Wright 
300-hp. ; 2,294; 1,706 ; 4,000. 365- 

Stearman, 6A, two-place open biplane; 
165-hp. Wright; 1,733; 667 ; 2,400. 
366-Boeing, 221 ; nine-place cabin mono- 
plane ; 575-hp. Hornet B ; 4,990 ; 3,010 ; 
8,000. 367-Stinson, SM-6000-A; ten- 
place cabin monoplane, three 215-hp. 
Lycomings; 5,600 ; 2,900 ; 8,500, 


C. Roy Keys Resigns 

BUFFALO — C. Roy Keys has resigned 
as vice-president and general manager 
of the Buffalo unit of the Curtiss Aero- 
plane & Motor Co., and will now be- 
come associated with his brother, 
Clement M. Keys, of New York, in an- 
other aviation enterprise, the nature of 
which has not been revealed. Mr. Keys 
has been head of the Buffalo plant for 
the last eight years. William S. Leay- 
craft, of New York, who has been 
treasurer of the Curtiss Aeroplane & 
Motor Co., for several years, will suc- 
ceed Mr. Keys as manager of the Buf- 
falo plant. Mr. Leavcraft will assume 
his new duties immediately. 


New Standard Revises 
Prices and Sales Policy 

PATERSON — Coincident with an an- 
nouncement of revised prices, the New 
Standard Aircraft Corp. states it has 
reverted to its former dealer system of 
distribution, discarding the “dircct-to- 
consumer” policy tried out for several 
months. 

This operation move is made, the firm 
says, in view of the advantages offered 
by the dealer plan, especially from the 
standpoint of parts and repair service 
for operators outside the factory 
territory. 

The company's new prices are as 
follows : 

Model D-29A, K-5 training plane, 
$4,185. 

Model D-25, five-place, J-5 powered 
plane, $9,750. 

Model D-25A, five-place, Whirlwind 
225-powered plane, $9,750. 

Model D-27, five-place, Whirlwind 
300-powered, for mail, or mail and pas- 
senger use, $11,000. 

Model D-31, two-place sport craft, 
Kinner K-5, $5,250. 

Model D-33, three-place machine, 
using Kinner K-5, $4,685. 

Model D-33J, three-place sport plane, 
Whirlwind 165, $7,325. 

Model D-33S, three-place sport ma- 
chine, Kinner B-5, $5,825. 


Boston C-W Pilots on New Scale 
BOSTON — Curtiss-Wright pilots here 
have been placed on a new wage scale, 
now being paid for flying time only, but 
at a considerably higher rate than the 
former base pay plus hourly flying pay. 
The pilots, furthermore, receive a com- 
mission for all business they bring in. 


A Correction 

Attention of our readers is called to 
an error in our Sept. 13 issue, page 16. 
The outside column in the table “Com- 
parative Consolidated Income Account, 
Curtiss-Wright Corporation” was headed 
“Dec. 30, 1929.” It should have read 
“June 30, 1929." 


Van Orman Covered 
542 Mi. N.A.A. Reports 

WASHINGTON— Ward T. Van Or- 
man and his aide, Alan L. MacCrackcn, 
in the Goodyear VIII, covered 542 mi. 
in winning first place and $1,000 in the 
International Gordon Bennett Balloon 
Race from Cleveland, September 1. 
This is the official result as announced 
by the National Aeronautic Association 
and gives the United States a second 
leg on the third trophy. 

Data on the other five contestants is 
as follows: 

Second — Belgica (Belgium), piloted 
by Capt. Ernest DeMuyter, L. Coeckel- 
berg, aide, landed in Adams, Mass., 
Berkshire County, on eastern slope of 
Mt. Greylock, 448 mi., prize, $800. 

Third — City of Detroit, piloted by 
Edward J. Hill, Arthur G. Schlosser, 
aide, landed in Albany County, N. Y„ 
at Tenevck Powel Farm, 417 mi., prize, 
$600, 

Fourth — City of Cleveland, piloted by 
R. J. Blair, Frank A. Trotter, aide, 
landed about one mile south of Copen- 
hagen. N. Y., 348 mi., prize, $400. 

Fifth — Barmen (Germany), piloted 
by Dr. Hugo Kaulen, Jr., Carl Goetze, 
aide, landed a mile south of New Lis- 
bon, N. Y„ 343 mi., prize, $200. 

Sixth — Pierre Fisbach (France), 
piloted by Albert Boitard, Jean Herbe, 
aide, landed three miles north of Smith- 
ville, Ont., 165 mi. 

Van Orman, De Muyter, and Hill 
are former winners of the Gordon Ben- 
nett Race. Van Orman having had two 
victories previously. 


Free Interslate Fuel 
From Taxation in Utah 

SALT LAKE CITY — Airlines fighting 
taxation of gasoline used in planes op- 
erating over interstate routes have won 
another victory in a Third District 
Court decision handed down here, per- 
manently prohibiting collection of the 
tax in Utah. 

The companies effected by this ruling 
are National Parks Airways, Western 
Air Express, and Boeing Air Trans- 
port. Judge Roger I. McDonough’s 
verdict, however, contained a clause 
compelling the companies in question to 
continue to submit monthly reports to 
the secretary of state regarding the 
amount of fuel imported into Utah ^ and 

In addition, a recovery of taxes al- 
ready paid on interstate fuel was al- 
lowed. This resulted in returning 
$343.56 to W.A.E. and $2,714.44 to Boe- 
ing. National Parks waived its right 
to collect the $463.85 due it. 


Report Recent Bcllancn Sales 

NEW CASTLE (del.)— Bellanca re- 
ports recent sales of a Pacemaker, two 
Wright J-5 powered CH’s, and two 
Skyrockets. 



Minneapolis — A I-ockhccd Vega lias 
been employed by officials of the Con- 
tinental Oil Co., Ponca City, Okla., 
in surveying possible sites here for the 
location of a $4,000,000 gasoline ter- 
minal plant. As the sites must contain 
approximately 1,000 acres, a much more 
accurate view of the various plots of 
ground was obtained from the air than 
would have been possible from the 
ground. 

Hillsdale (ill.) — Following the 
hold-up of a local bank here in which 
three robbers made way with about 
$7,000, an airplane pdot volunteered to 
go up and look for the culprits from 
above. He was successful, locating the 
trio hiding in a cornfield, where they 
had fled after their automobile had 
broken down. A “ground crew” took 
them into custody. 

Modesto (calif.) — With the aid of 
a plane and miniature parachutes. Game 
Warden A. J. Brown, Mariposa, piloted 
by Frank L. Gallison, Merced, recently 
restocked some lakes near Wawona, in 
the Sierras, with trout. Upon arriving 
over the spot, Brown opened the con- 
tainers and attached them to small 
chutes, which dropped them slowly into 
the lake. 

New York — A tour embracing 220 cit- 
ies in Pennsylvania. New Jersey. New 
York, Connecticut, and Vermont, has 
been made by Fred Trautwein in a 
Whirlwind New Standard in the inter- 


Hewitt and Backus 
Form Aero Sales Firm 

NEW YORK— Paul M. Hewitt and 
Wallace T. Backus announce the forma- 
tion of Hewitt, Backus & Co., for the 
purpose of aeronautical sales. 

"A somewhat elastic plan of opera- 
tion" says the firm, “is as follows : For 
any company wishing to market some 
commodity of outstanding quality, 
Hewitt, Backus & Co. will undertake a 
survey of market conditions, with a view 
to determining the best sales methods 
for the particular commodity, and will 
draw up a report based on the results 
of this survey and on their own selling 
experience. This service would be at 
no cost, provided Hewitt, Backus & 
Co. were satisfied with the quality of 
the commodity and the integrity of its 
manufacturers and felt that they might 
be in position to profit by the actual 
handling of such sales work." 

Mr. Hewitt has been sales manager 
and later general manager of the Art 
Goebel Aviation Co. and has had fur- 
ther experience as regional sales promo- 
tion manager with Parks Air College. 


ests of the Grand Union Stores. Dur- 
ing the trip, Trautwein dropped 7) tons 
of circulars, or a total of 2,000,000. 

New Orleans — In addition to its Buhl 
Airsedan and a Keystone-Loening 
Amphibian, the Standard Oil Company 
of Indiana is now operating a three- 
place Stearman. The craft are housed 
at Menefee Field, New Orleans. 

Tulsa — A four-place Spartan has been 
acquired by the Mexican Trading Corp., 
distributors of Firestone tires, for use 
by Carl B. Schmidt, president of the 
firm, in contacting dealers and dis- 
tributors. 

Jacksonville — W. B. Lamb, an official 
of the Gulf Refining Co., has taken 
delivery on a Lycoming-powered Stin- 
son, which he will employ in covering 
his territory. 

Washington — Tests conducted by the 
U. S. Department of Agriculture in 
plane dusling blueberries in Wash- 
ington County, Maine, with calcium 
arsenate have proved about as suc- 
cessful under favorable conditions as 
the ground method, the Bureau reports. 
The aerial process, however, greatly 
exceeded the old method in cost and 
under certain conditions the results were 
not as satisfactory. A report of the 
experiment is contained in Circular 
123-C, obtainable free by writing to the 
Office of Information, Department of 
Agriculture, Washington, D. C. 


Before going with the Goebel firm he 
had five years* experience with the Na- 
tional Cash Register Co. Mr. Backus, 
a transport pilot and glider pilot, has 
had sales experience with the Moth 
concern and as New York representa- 
tive for Parks Air College. Offices of 
Hewitt, Backus & Co. have been opened 
here at 119 W. 57th Street. 


Purchases Mapping Equipment 

HOUSTON — Southwest Air Services 
here has purchased a new Fairchild F4 
mapping camera and full laboratory 
equipment preparatory to entering the 
aerial mapping business on a large scale. 
The firm formerly did the flying, and 
Fairchild Aerial Surveys of Dallas the 
photography on local mapping projects. 


Now 311 Women Fliers in U. S. 

NEW YORK — Latest records show 
there are now 311 women pilots, appor- 
tioned thus: Private, 240; Limited 

Commercial, 41; Industrial, 2; Trans- 
port, 28. 




Huntington Aircraft 
Adds to Stratford Site 

BRIDGEPORT — Huntington Aircraft 
Corp., Stratford, has acquired two par- 
cels of land opposite its plant on which 
it is planned to erect an administration 


Howard Huntington, president. The 
property includes about three acres and 
doubles the present area held by the 
concern. That part of the newly 
acquired land which is not eventually 
used for a building site will be incor- 
porated in the Huntington seaplane 
base, it is understood. 

The company has completed the con- 
struction of a ramp from its property 
into an inlet of the Housatonic River, 
which flows by the plant. A Savoia- 
Marchetti amphibion is operated by the 
Huntington Flying Service, a division 
of the firm which holds a sales fran- 
chise for that make of craft. The 
Huntington Governorship, two-place, 
side-by-side, high wing, cabin mono- 
plane, introduced at the last New York 
show, is now being equipped with 
pontoons. 

Five of the Governorships are now in 
production at the Huntington plant. 
Fuselages are completed and assembly 
is going forward. Certain changes have 
been made since construction of the 
show model. Greater vision is one of 
the improvements. 


Appoint Florida Aero Governors 

TAMPA — Aeronautical governors have 
been appointed by the Florida state 
chamber of commerce to perfect the 
organization of four south Florida dis- 
tricts. Ed. R. Bentley, Lakeland, com- 
mander of the Florida department of the 
American Legion, heads district 4, which 
includes the counties of Hillsborough, 
Pinellas, Pasco, Hernando, Polk, Har- 
dee, Manatee, Sarasota. DeSoto, and 
Highlands. District I will be organized 
under the direction of Hollis Bush, 
Miami, to take in the counties of Mon- 
roe, Dade, Broward, Palm Beach, and 
Martin. District 2 is in charge of 
Franklin Wheeler, Fort Myers, and 
covers Collier, Hendry, Glades, Lee, and 
Charlotte. District 3 with pilot E. C. 
Neilson, Orlando, in charge, comprises 
St. Lucie, Okeechobee, Indian River, 
Osceola, Seminole, Brevard, and Orange 


Aero Branch Issues Bulletin List 

WASHINGTON — Following is a list 
of four new or revised bulletins, issued 
by the Aeronautics Branch, which may- 
be had free upon request: Aeronautics 
Bulletin No. 8. Airway Map of the 
United States; No. 9, Regulations Gov- 
erning Establishment and Certification 
of Aeronautical Lights and Instructions 
for Marking Obstructions to Air 
Navigation: No. 3. Aeronautics Trade 
Directory: No. 16, Airport Rating 
Regulations, effective as amended 
Sept. 1, 1930. 


September 27, 1930 


Bellanca Seaplane Wins 
Canadian Race at Toronto 

TORONTO— A Bellanca Pacemaker 
seaplane was the recipient of a trophy 
and cash prize of $2,500 offered by 
the Imperial Oil Company of Canada, 
Ltd., for a speed and efficiency contest 
for seaplanes held here recently. The 
event is to be an annual affair until the 
trophy becomes the permanent posses- 
sion of some contestant gaining three 
victories. 

Entries, of which there were five, but 
only three completing the competition, 
were handicapped on the basis of their 
advertised speeds. The formula for 
computing the efficiency result was dis- 
posable load times speed over horse- 
power. A 1 5-mi. triangular course was 
used for the 60-mi. race. 

The final results were : Bellanca Pace- 
maker, Whirlwind 300, disposable load, 
1,967 lb., first in speed. 131 m.p.h., first 
in efficiency, 858.9 points; Fairchild 
FC-2, Whirlwind 225, disposable load, 
1,260 lb., third in speed, 105 m.p.h., sec- 
ond in efficiency, 588 points: Stinson 
Junior, Lycoming-powered, disposable 
load, 898 lb., second in speed, 110 m.p.h., 
third in efficiency, 485 points. 


To Relocate Detroit Federal Base 

DETROIT— Local offices of the Aero- 
nautics Branch will be moved from the 
Free Press Building to the new Wayne 
County Airport early in October, ac- 
cording to H. B. Pentland, district su- 
pervising director. One of the four 
branch engineering bases recently an- 
nounced is to be located there, and all 
licensing and flight testing operations 
will be carried on at that airport. 


Q l 1 . newest Sikorsky which has just 
O been placed in service by Pan-Ameri- 
can Airways, carries fourteen pas- 
sengers. twice the number of its smaller 
sister plane, the S-38. Two Pratt & 
Whitney Hornet engines supply the 
power. In aerodynamic principles the 
craft follows conventional Sikorsky 
practice, while with the exception of 


Prices Up on Two Stinsons 

WAYNE (MICH.) — Price increases on 
two models of Stinson planes, effective 
September 22, have been announced by 
Stinson Aircraft Corp. Both types arc- 
equipped with 210 lip. Lycoming radial, 
air cooled engines. The Stinson Junior 
4-place cabin monoplane, which has been 
selling for $5,775, is now $5,995. The 
Stinson tri-engined craft, recently placed 
on the market at $23,900, is now priced 
at $25,900. 


Pa. Cluli Sponsors Amateur Race 

PHILADELPHIA — Aero Club of 
Pennsylvania is sponsoring a cross- 
country race for men and women fliers 
who utilize flying for their own pleasure 
and pilot their own machines, to take 
place September 28. Arrangements are 
being made to handicap the planes ac- 
cording to the manufacturers’ specifica- 
tions so that an equal opportunity will 
be presented to all contestants. The 
tentative route will approximate 11 mi,, 
starting from the Patco Airport, just 
outside the city. Anthony Little of the 
Aero Club has been appointed chairman 
of the committee on amateur flying and 
is in charge of the event. 


Shipping Replaces Ferrying 

BUFFALO — The Curtiss Aeroplane & 
Motor Co., here, announces that the 
Navy fighting planes now being pro- 
duced in Buffalo will hereafter be crated 
at the factory and shipped to various 
bases of the Naval Air Corps without 
being flight tested at Buffalo and flown 
to their destinations as heretofore. 


size, the two major departures in de- 
sign from the S-38 type are the elimina- 
tion of the lower wing and the addition 
of an extra step in the hull bottom. The 
hull and the two outer floats are of all 
metal construction, the latter being 
interchangeable. The useful load of this 
plane is 5.000 lb. with a gross weight of 
12,500 lb. 


Department Can’t Aid 
D.C. Against Broadcasts 

WASHINGTON— Jurisdiction of the 
Department of Commerce does not ex- 
tend to enforcement in the air of local 
ordinances. Secretary Young has re- 
plied to complaints registered by Com- 
missioners of the District of Columbia 
against an airplane broadcasting ad- 
vertising talk. 

The police regulations of the district 
prohibit noise or outcry in a public space 
for the purpose of advertising wares, 
but as the plane in question made no 
landing within the district it was im- 
possible for the Commissioners to prose- 
cute the operator. Accordingly, a letter 
was dispatched to Secretary Young, 
asking whether it is a condition of 
licenses granted to pilots that they shall 
not violate the laws or ordinances of the 
districts over which they fly. 

In reply Young said, in part: "Our 
jurisdiction extends only to such ques- 
tions as altitudes of flight, acrobatic 
flying, dropping of objects, and similar 
regulations, all of which pertain to 
safety of operation and do not touch 
upon such matters as the one in question. 

dition of the licenses granted to pitots 
that they shall not violate the laws or 
ordinances of the jurisdictions over 
which they fly. It seems apparent that 
such a general provision would be very 
difficult of enforcement. 

“We have had one or two complaints 
similar to the one you have raised and 
are now considering the matter to see 
what, if any, action the department can 
consistently undertake. 

“We are always glad to co-operate 
with municipal authorities to the full 
extent of our jurisdiction but we are. 
of course, limited to the authority- 
granted the department by the act under 
which it functions in matters pertaining 


List More Regional Conferences 

WASHINGTON— Dates for five more 
of the eight regional conferences called 
by the United States Chamber of Com- 
merce have been announced here as fol- 
lows: Chicago, Nov. 5-6: Minneapolis. 
Nov. 7-8: Atlanta, Nov. 19-20; Dallas. 
Nov. 24-25; and Portland, Ore.. Dec. 
5-6. (Reports of the first two confer- 
ences — Philadelphia. Sept. 23-24. and 
Boston. Sept. 25-26 — will be carried 
in the next issue of The Aviation 
News.— E d.) 


Noise Reduction Report Issued 

WASH I NGTON— Aeronautics Bulle- 
tin No. 25. just issued, is a review of 
the research work conducted during the 
past two years by the Aeronautics 
Branch through the Bureau of Stand- 
ards on the reduction of airplane noises. 
While excerpts of this report have been 
issued from time to time, the Branch 
here presents all the material in con- 
nected form. 



British Air Official Here 



An Interesting Nose 

S everal interesting details are to 
be noted in the nose structure of 
Costes' Breguct "Question Mark." At 
the top may be seen the air intake heat- 
ing arrangement built around the ex- 
haust manifold. The retractable radi- 
ator is also shown, and just above the 
radiator the fins of the oil cooling sys- 
tem. Note the landing gear construc- 
tion and fairing. 


NEW YORK— A recent arrival here 
was Lord Trenchard, of England, mar- 
shal of the R.A.F. and later holder of 
its highest command, who is in this 
country on a short business and pleasure- 
trip, which will include a stop at Akron 
to confer with Goodyear officials. Lord 
T renchard is a director of the Goodyear- 
Zeppelin Corp. 


Fairchilds Delivered. Ordered 

VAN NUYS (ca 
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FInn Parks Manufacture Move 


To Consolidate Operations 

NEW YORK — General Cable Corp., 
which numbers among its divisions the 
Rome Wire Ca, producer of electrical 
equipment for airports, announces that 
on and after October 1, activities of its 
various associated companies will be 
consolidated under the one organization . 
General Cable Corp. handling all the 
business. 


EAST ST. LOUIS (ill.)— I t is stated 
Detroit Aircraft officials are considering 
plans for resuming manufacturing opera- 
tions at Parks Airport and the con- 
struction of a new factory unit, 350 by 
125 ft. A centralization policy adopted 
by D.A.C. caused the removal early 
this year of the Parks training plane 
factory from here to Detroit where, 
shortly before, the corporation had 
moved the Ryan unit from Lambcrt-St, 
Louis field. 


“Re-Breather” Device Simulates High Altitudes 

To Test Air Corps Fliers Muscular Coordination 


A t what altitude docs the individual 
lose iiis piloting efficiency because 
of oxygen rarity? 

The School of Aviation Medicine, 
Brooks Field, San Antonio. Tex., has 
installed an apparatus called the "Re- 
breather" which tests Air Corps fliers 
on this point. The subject is seated in 
a chair and fitted with a tube through 
which he breathes and re-breathes 52 
litres of air from a tank. The expired 
air passes through an apparatus for 
absorption of the carbon dioxide before 
it reenters the tank. The effectson the 
subject are similar to those which are 
caused by an ascent to a high altitude. 
The a!r tank used consists of an upper 
immovable and a lower movable por- 
tion. Between the two cylinders is a 
space filled with water acting as a seal 
for the upper and lower portions. A 
scale, indicating the capacity of the tank 
as well as the displacement of oxygen, 
is attached to the side and upper portion 
of the chamber and carries a pointer 
registering on the lower movable unit. 


The flier’s accuracy is tested by an 
arrangement which employs both feet 
and both hands. He must keep con- 
stant the speed of an electric motor, 
controlled by a treadle which he oper- 
ates with his feet; he must keep the 
needles of an ammeter at a certain point 
on a dial by means of a rheostat in front 
of him; and at the same time he must 
operate a series of small lights on a 
board also in front of him. These tests 
gage his muscular co-ordination as the 
supply of oxygen is decreased and also 
indicate his ability to manipulate the 
various controls under the rare-air con- 
ditions simulated. 

Experiment with this device has re- 
vealed that while the physical condition 
of the individual varies from day to day, 
under usual conditions, subnormal mus- 
cular coordination menaces the flier 
after a period of an hour or more at 
altitudes above 15,000 ft. As a result, 
it has been recommended that all pilots 
flying above a 15,000-ft. altitude be sup- 
plied with oxygen tanks. 


Aerobatics Missing 
l n Houston Air W eek 

HOUSTON — Aviation week 
in Houston (Sept. 14-21), 
was devoid of airport aero- 
batic programs this year. A 
campaign of publicity citing 
the safety of air transporta- 
tion was undertaken instead, 
the aviation committee of the 
Houston Chamber of Com- 
merce directing attention of 
Houston business men and 
the public at large to the 
safety of air transportation 
through letters and radio 
talks. The Houston Post- 
Dispatch radio station KPRC 
cooperated with the commit- 
tee in giving short periods 
on the air throughout the 
week to aviation committee 
members. 


Recent D.A.C. Business 
Set Record for Company 

DETROIT— Business booked by the 
Detroit Aircraft Corp. during the ten- 
day period between September 10-20 
amounted to $91,705 in gross sales, 
which included eleven planes, five of 
them Lockhceds. This record is eighteen 
per cent ahead of any other previous 
ten-day period, excepting those during 
which government contracts were re- 
ceived, states the company. 

Orders on hand as of September 15 
were worth $909,460. reports sales man- 
ager Karl S. Betts, who said : 

"It is quite significant in view of gen- 
eral business conditions, that a new high 
record for a ten-day period should be 
made in September, which is usually 
one of the poorest months for aircraft 
sales. No large orders are included in 
this total, being made up of 11 orders 
from corporations, airlines, and in- 
dividuals. 

“We have noticed a very definite trend 
toward the revival of customary expendi- 
tures by these groups, and because many 
peoplc have held off buying for so long, 
we have great confidence that the tall 

customary seasonal slump in sales.” 


HEI*IIESE!*TATIVES 


Arrow — M rs. T. A. Magee, Bogalusa, 
La. ; for Louisiana and Mississippi. 

Inland — B ert H. lame. Stockton. 
Calif. 

Stinson — H arry A. Hamtnell, in 
charge of distribution agency at Love 
Field, Dallas, Tex. : for Texas, Okla- 
homa, Arkansas. Louisiana, and New 
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In order that the engineering and 
operating departments of the Boeing 
Companies may gain the benefit of each 
other's experience, the policy has been 
adopted of assigning an engineer from 
the Boeing Airplane Company as per- 
manent liaison mail between the factory 
and Boeing Air Transport. 

The Tampa chapter of the N.A.A. 
has announced that it will inaugurate a 
regular program of moving pictures, 
lectures, and tours to stimulate interest 
in aviation in Florida. 

Of the 129 student fliers who entered 
Army Air Corps training at Brooks 
Field on March 1 last, all but 38 have 
been eliminated. At March Field, 39 
of the original 124 remain. 

The Thompson Trophy has been 
awarded for one year to the B. F. 
Goodrich Co. of Akron, Ohio, sponsors 
of the Laird Speedwing, flown by 
Charles H. "Speed” Holman at a speed 
of 202.02 in the race at Chicago. 

The Third Miami All-American Air 
Races will be held early in January and 
are being promoted by the Aviatioi 
Board of the city and the Greater Miami 
Airport Association. The mid-winter 
meeting of the S.A.E. will probably be 
held in Miami at the time of the races. 

Plans for expanding the Naval Air 
Station at Pensacola, Fla., have resulted 
in an order that all civilians resident on 
the reservation and not in government 
service must vacate their homes there 
not later than October. 

The Smithsonian Institution, Wash- 
ington, has added to its aeronautical col- 
lection a mcdel of the Texaco 5, a 
Lockheed Air Express, in which Capt. 
Frank M. Hawks established his non- 
stop transcontinental records between 
New York and Los Angeles in 1929. 

Enterprise. America’s Cup defending 
yacht, carried a duralumin mast de- 
signed by W. Starling Burgess, Air- 

and constructed by the Glenn L. Martin 
Co., of Baltimore. Use of the light 
weight ntctal reduced the weight of the 
mast from some 6.000 to approximately 
4.800 lb. "I put their (the crew of the 
Enterprise) success down to the mast 

ldanie them for having it." said Sir 
Thomas Lipton, challenger. 

A report from Binghamton. N. Y.. 
states that State Senator Bert Lord will 
introduce a bill in the legislature to curb 
stunt flying and parachute jumping. 

The Congressional Medal of Honor 
will be presented to Col, Edward V. 
Rickcnbacker by President Hoover at a 
special ceremony at Bolling Field early 

Mackenzie-Morrow Aviation Co. has 
suspended its school and taxi services 
at Portland, Ore., airport for six months. 


Pioneer “Flying Lab" in Service 

NEW YORK — Pioneer Instrument Co., 
a Bendix division, recently put into 
service its new "flying laboratory," a 
Lycoming Stinson Junior, outfitted with 
two special instrument panels, one con- 
taining flight instruments and the other 
auxiliary indicators. A new straight- 
way compass of the magnetic type is 
one of the units being experimented with 
in the plane, which is equipped with 
Bendix equipment. This machine, as- 
signed for display, engineering research 
and test work, and executive travel (it 
will accommodate four persons with 
present interior arrangements), is the 
fifth or sixth plane bought by the com- 
pany for such purposes. It is the firm's 
custom to acquire a new model each 
year. 


SCHOOLS 



B. A. Pot. let has resigned as traffic 
manager of Colonial Airways and will 
be succeeded by Goodrich K. Murphy, 
now district manager at Boston. It 
was erroneously reported in this column 
last week that Victor Vernon, general 
manager, had resigned and would be 
succeeded by Mr. Murphy. 

Maj. Barton K. Yount has assumed 
command of Rockwell Field, Army Air 
Corps base at San Diego, Calif. He 
comes from the tactical school at Lang- 
ley Field, Va., to succeed Maj. A. L. 
Sneed who has been transferred to the 
repair base at Fairfield, Ohio. 

H. E. Stack, formerly with the 
Great Northern Railroad and the Pull- 
man Company, has been appointed traffic 
and operations supervisor of Mamer 
Air Transport at St. Paul. He succeeds 
Julius Perlt. 


University of Buffalo, N. Y., is 
offering this year a new four-year 
course in engineering, specializing in 
aeronautics and leading to the degree 
of bachelor of science. Students will 
lake ground school work with a local 
flying service during the summer be- 
tween the freshman and sophomore 
years, and in the following summers, 
they will gain practical experience in 
the industry by working in the plants 
of co-operating manufacturers in the 
vicinity. 

Dallas Aviation School has estab- 
lished a branch school at Denison, Tex., 
where it has taken over Gray Field for 
a year with a five-year lease option. 
Don Bigbee is in charge. 

Hancock Foundation College of 
Aeronautics, Santa Maria. Calif., is in- 
augurating new long-term training 
courses, which will be open to high 
school graduates and will carry them 
through the equivalent of the first two 
years of junior college work. 

New York University in its Eve- 
ning Engineering School, Washington 
-Square, New York City, is offering a 
non-technical course entitled “The Past, 
Present and Future of Aviation." Lieut. 
Clayton Bissell of the Army Air Corps, 

San Antonio (Tex.) High School 
has started a ground school course in 
aviation which will meet for two fifty- 
minute periods weekly throughout the 

University of Southern Cali- 
fornia, Los Angeles, is offering a new 
series of evening courses in aeronautical 
business, law. and engineering, which 
carry residence credits toward college 
degrees. 

Stratford (Conn.) Hich School is 
to have a course in aeronautical engi- 
neering for adults. Dr. D. E. Olshev- 
sky of the Sikorsky Aviation Corp. is 
the instructor. 


Wesley L. Smith, for three years 
eastern division superintendent of Na- 
tional Air Transport located at Cleve- 
land, has been made chief engineer of 
the company with headquarters at Chi- 
cago. R. E. Pfennig, formerly super- 
intendent of the southwestern division, 
will succeed Mr. Smith at Cleveland. 
Ralph H. Higgins, formerly chief 
engineer, is now superintendent of con- 
struction and maintenance, and M. M. 
Eels, formerly manager of communica- 
tions in the operations department, has 
been made communications engineer in 
the engineering department. 

Robert Wemple has resigned as 
manager of Central Airport, Cam- 

H. Bradley has been made manager 
of the Lubbock (Tex.) Municipal Air- 

Robert F. Lees, sales manager of 
Waco Aircraft Co.. Troy, Ohio, has 
resigned from that position but will 
continue to be associated with the 
organization as a distributor of Waco 
airplanes in Pennsylvania. Hugh^R. 

Lees' assistant, will succeed him. 

Maj. Benjamin B. Warriner has 
assumed command of the School of 
Aviation Medicine. San Antonio, Tex., 
relieving Maj. Francis H. Polle, who 
goes to March Field, California. 

"Pat" Murphy, formerly director 
of publicity and advertising for the 
Detroit Aircraft Corp., has opened a 
general publicity and advertising office 
in Hollywood. Calif. 

D. W. Fether has been made gen- 
eral manager of the Entsco Aircraft 
Corp.. Downey. Calif., and P. C. Van 
Stone, chief engineer. Charles F. 
Rocheville. formerly general manager 
and chief engineer for Emsco. has re- 
signed in order to devote his entire 
time to the development of projects 
which he has under way. 
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AERONAUTICAL FINANCE 

By R. R. D0A1NE 


The “Myslery Corporation" Reining Itg Secret 

K NOWN IN Wall Street by the they were amply equipped to meet al- 
complimentary sobriquet of "Mys- most any emergency. The emergency 
tery Corporation” The Aviation Corp. was not long in forthcoming. Equally 
of Delaware, with little explanatory prompt were the leading aviation coin- 
elaboration and less detailed disclosure, panics in meeting it. Without hesitation 
has reported a net loss, covering the they met the problem squarely and set 
first six months of 1930, of $3,236,317.95. about the distasteful work of reconstruc- 
While not surprising to the initiate lion with a frankness and promptness 
in such matters, yet such a loss (al- that belies much of the superficial criti- 
most 10 per cent of the total assets of cism they have had to endure, 
the company ) must be given the grave In tile vanguard of these wcll-forti- 
consideration that it deserves. Coming fied corporations stood — and still stands 
fast upon the heels of Curtiss-Wright's —The Aviation Corp. Adequately 
announcement of a five million dollar financed, conservatively managed, with 
loss during the same period, the layman strong and constructive banking spon- 
— no less the professional — must have sorslnp, and with a financial ability to 
paused to carefully weigh and even re- avail itself of almost any opportunity, 
synthesize his previous, and perhaps too this corporation could have suffered ad- 
hastily conceived, values of commercial justment losses many times over what 
aviation. they have been, and still remain thor- 

In so doing, one thing is to be kept oughly solvent 

' mr choice of analogies. The question quite likely uppermost 
>e remembered that the i ' 


the minds of this corporation's 25,000 
shareholders resolves itself into the cx- 
and duration of the unprofitable op- 
ion of its vast net-work of transport 
;. Will these losses continue at the 

. -■ rate indefinitely? If not, when 

and passenger trans- will they cease, and what are the forces 
, impressive and which will bring them to a termination ? 


It appears reasonable 

me answer to the above depends in large 
measure upon the successful demonstra- 
tion of the operation of the new rate 
:ture under the terms of the Watres 
Benefits have not thus far been 
realized by this corporation 


counterpart in any other division of I 
industry today. Its entry into the com- • 
mercial fabric has been recent, while the 
utilization of its services as a public 

port — have . 

constant in growth. The whole logic of 
our attitude toward it presupposes b ' 
a near or present engineering and m; 
agement mastery of the elements 

which and with which it works. As 

industry it has recently invested heavily 
in fixed capital — and at inflated values. 

But it did not do so with borrowed compensation has not been applied 
funds. Neither did it do so on the in- nine of the company's routes wherein 
stallment plan. What it has it has the largest benefits will be realized. It 
bought and paid for out of the current is the belief of officials of the company 
savings of the time. True these savings that once the new rates are put into 
were not those of the industry itself, but operation the result will witness a sub- 
rathcr those of the investor. Economi- stantial increase in the average revenues 
cally this fact makes little difference, per mile for its entire transport system. 
Industrially — from the standpoint of The factor of growth in total volume of 
corporation finance — it makes consider- business, even in an admittedly poor 
able difference. August. 1929. found business year, indicates substantial in- 
aeronautical corporations well supplied creases. Also the contract to operate 
with funds. In fact so well supplied that the new southern air transcontinental 


Statistical Summary 


route lias been awarded a subsidiary at 

a substantial part of the early losses 
arose front the transportation of passen- 
gers it now appears, under the new 
rates, that this drain on gross income 
will rapidly dwindle. Further, the com- 
pany has demonstrated its ability to in- 
crease operating efficiency and reduce 
unnecessary operating costs. 

In view of the fact that no balance 

semi-annual profit and loss statement a 
complete analysis cannot be made. How- 
ever, the president of the corporation. 
F. G. Coburn, has stated that its cash 
resources in excess of operating require- 
ments, consisting of call loans, time 
deposits. Liberty bonds, and general 
marketable securities (not including in- 
vestments in the aviation industry), as 
of Sept. 15, 1930, aggregated more than 
$19,000,000, or in excess of $6.00 per 
share of all stock issued and outstanding. 
It will further be noted that the state- 
ment includes charge-offs on realized 
losses and provisions for anticipated 
write-offs. These charge-offs and pro- 
visions are largely the results of current 
lower prices on equipment and inven- 
tory, and of ventures undertaken by the 
corporation or its predecessor companies 
- which have not promised profitable op- 
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I) All stacks actively traded in on both Now York Stock Exchange and the Curb Exchange; also 


From the standpoint of at ... 

trust it cannot be said that this corpora- 
tion serves now or ever has served as a 
convenient dumping ground for poorly 
digested new capital issues. Its port- 
folio. by the nature of its holdings, 
clearly discloses the high integrity and 
intent of its management. Here we 
find, through its subsidiary the Avia- 
tion Shares Corp., a long list of divi- 
dend-paying securities and interest-bear- 
ing bonds representative of the foremost 
American corporations. ' In this list arc 
such stocks as American Tel. & Tel.. 
American Can, American Smelting & 
Refining. Case Threshing Machine. 
General Electric. General Motors, Na- 
tional Dairy Products, New York 
Central Railroad. Pennsylvania Rail- 
road. Sears. Roebuck & Co.. Standard 
Oil of N. J., Western Union, and F. W. 
Woolworth Co. In the entire list there 
is no unseasoned security. Thus with a 
return to normal business conditions 
The Aviation Corp. is inevitably bound 
to be the beneficiary, quite regardless of 
developments in the aviation situation. 

Having quite visibly written off its 
unprofitable undertakings, this corpora- 
tion presents all of the appearances oi 
having girded its licit both wisely and 
fearlessly for the rapidly developing 
struggle of air transport supremacy. 
.Standing in what is unquestionably a 
well fortified strategic position, with 
fully 50 per cent of its total assets in 
highly liquid form and with a substantial 
portion of its grief behind it, it is evi- 
dent that if the aiding of aviation 
through the Watres Act means anything 
at all, if a growing use of the air mail 
and expanding passenger air transport, 
even in times of serious business depres- 
sion. means anything, if increased 
efficiencies and reduced costs mean anv- 


Scptcmbcr 


tiling, then it is inevitable, at least ac- 
cording to this writer’s point of view, 
that this company stands more than a 
fair chance to lie on the right side of 
the ledger before another year and a 
half rolls around, if not considerably 
earlier. In this event, it would be the 
writer’s guess, that this company's com- 
mon stock (there is no preferred or 
other “class" shares ahead of it) will 
reach much higher than present values 
in far less time than is now conmionly 
supposed. 


For llic^Six For tbo Three For the Period 









Aero Stock Movements 

T he reaction', as foretold here last 
week, carried the general market 
down somewhat from its recent gains, 
hut not to an alarming extent. With it 
some 16 air stocks recorded losses rang- 
ing from J to 6$ points. During the 
tumble Detroit Aircraft reached 25. 
a new low for the year. Curtiss- Wright 
also made a new low by closing the week 
at 6j. off J for the week. Western 
Air Express dropped 3 points. United 
Aircraft 6J, Aviation Corp. of the 
Americas 2, Consolidated 1, National 
Aviation 15, and Dayton Airplane & 
Engine 1. The only air stocks to move 
up during the period were Aviation 
Credit which gained 5. Bellanca 1 full 
point, and Douglas 5* Aero Supply. 
Ex-Cello and Roosevelt Field registered 
no net change, while the balance oi the 
list slid off fractionally. 

Despite this set-back the general stock 
market outlook appears to be a favor- 
able one. It would be a mistake to as- 
sume, however, that any large swing 
upward, when it docs get underway, 
will carrv with it all air stocks. I he 

selective with many of the once popular 
stocks no longer faring so well. In 
other words many of the price relation- 
ships between several well-known aero 
stocks that have characterized the gen- 
eral movement during the past summer 
will in all likelihood break up shortly 
and by this year-end or the latter part 
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of the first quarter of next year we will 
lx* witnessing entirely new levels and 


Imperial Airways, Ltd. 

Imperial Airways, Ltd., London, re- 
ports for the year ended March 31, 
1930, a net profit, after- depreciation, 
income taxes and other deductions, of 
£60.138 compared with £78,861 during 
the previous fiscal year. 


Antcricun Eagle Aireaft 

Stockholders of American Eagle Air- 
craft Corp. will he called on, at the 
annual meeting to be held in Kansas 
City. Oct. 6, to vote upon a proposal to 
reduce the present capitalization from 
2.000,000 shares of no par value com- 
mon stock to 200,000 shares of no par 
common, to be effected by the exchange 
of one share of new stock for ten shares 
of the old ; also to approve a resolution 
authorizing the corporation to issue 
8500.000 worth of 61 per cent fifteen- 
year sinking fund debentures. 

It is proposed to give each holder of 
new stock a privilege of utilizing one- 
half of his holdings of new stock, based 
upon current market value, to apply on 
the purchase of the new notes. The 


stock so surrendered will revert to the 
treasury. E. E. Porterfield, president 
of the company, states in his letter to 
stockholders that it is the purpose of 
this recapitalization to enable the com- 
pany to accomplish its expansion plans 
which includes all the profitable phases 
of the aircraft industry, to achieve econ- 
omies in operation and taxes, and to 
strengthen the company’s position in 
the industry. 


Exhibitions Abroad 
Planned for Two Fords 


DETROIT — In a short time the Ford 
Motor Co. will ship to England two 
tri-engined Fords, one of which will be 
the new 5-AT-C model. Wasp-powered, 
and the other a 4-AT. Whirlwind- 
powered. The craft will be in charge of 
I.eroy Manning, chief Ford company 
pilot, and L. H. Garriott. mechanic 
After demonstrations in England. Eurt 
pean countries will be visited, whir- 
places will include Rumania. Greece. 
Czechoslovakia, and Egypt. While m 
Great Britain two British pilots will be 
trained in the operation of the planes, 
according to present plans. 

In 1929. Pilot Manning toured Europe 
with a Wasp-powered Ford, stopping in 
21 countries on that expedition. Follow- 

the Czechoslovakian government. 
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Joint Bid Wins 
Southern Mail Route 

Aviation Carp, and S.A.F.E. 
Offered Transcontinental Line 

WASHINGTON— The contract for the 
southern transcontinental air mail has 
been offered to the Aviation Corp. and 
Southwest Air Fast Express, the Post- 
master General announced on September 
17. The two companies submitted a 
joint hid asking 100 per cent under the 
two classifications worked out in the 
new air mall formula. 

The award is under the lower pro- 
vision, the operators to receive $0.40 per 
mile for transporting mail up to 225 lb., 
with a graduated increase in case of 
heavier loads. Mail planes, under the 
terms, must provide space for at least 
ten passengers. 

It is expected that the contract will 
be accepted by the interests involved and 
that flying will be started on a day 
schedule within 30 days thereafter. 
Schedules are being worked out now and 
lights arc to be installed on the airway. 

Under the second classification of the 
mail formula a maximum payment of 
$1.25 is allowed for weight units up to 
2l>70 lb. and the passenger capacity 
must be at least seven. 

Various reports have been received as 
to how the contract will be handled 
when finally awarded. At Tulsa it is 
said that S.A.F.E. will merge with Rob- 
ertson Aircraft Corp., a subsidiary of 
The Aviation Corp., and that Earle P. 
Halliburton, president of the former, 
will be chairman of the board of the new 
concern. It is rumored, too, that this 
will be known as the Southern Air Fast 

The joint bid and merger plan are 
measured of necessity, as S.A.F.E. had 
not had the night flying experience 
called for by the Postmaster General and 
would not have been allowed to submit 
a bid alone. 


United Adding Hangar Space 

BURBANK (calif.) — Fred Dcnslow. 
general manager of the United Air- 
port. this city, reports that all of the 
available 80.000 sq.ft, of hangar space 
has been leased and is in use, and that 
a fourth hangar, to contain 72,000 sqdt. 

construction, will be ready for occu- 
panev by October 25. The new hangar 
measures 300 x 240 ft. The roof is of 
cantilever construction and contains hut 
four supporting pillars located near the 
center of the hangar. Hangar doors 
are also of cantilever design. This is 
one of the largest and most modern 
hangar buildings in America and will 
be one of the best equipped when com- 
plete. It is the first of a unit of three 
such buildings, identical in size and 
construction, which are to be built along 
the north side of the east west runway. 


Engineers Join Airport Study 

WASHINGTON— A progress report 
on the work of the Committee on Air- 
port Drainage and Surfacing states 
that a formidable group oi engineers 
has been organized to carry out the 
study contemplated. The committee 
represents the American Engineering 
Council, the American Road Builders 
Association and the Aeronautics Branch. 
About 450 engineers have been drawn 
into the system of local committees set 
up which will make the individual 


Universal to Drop 
Chicago-Cleveland Line 

NEW YORK — The Chicago-Cleveland 
service of Universal Division, Ameri- 
can Airways, will he discontinued 
September 30. This step is another re- 
sult of the operation of the McNarv- 
Watres Bill, it being the desire of the 
government to discourage duplication of 
passenger services. The line was started 
June 15. 1929. This line was part of 
the Cleveland-Garden City. Kan., serv- 
ice forming the air section oi Universal’s 
air-rail line across the continent. [See 
N.A.T. plans, on page IS. — Ed.] 


HARTFORD — After carrying 7,500 
passengers and flying more than 200,000 
mi. in 7 mo., the New England & 
Western Air Transportation Co., oper- 
ating scheduled passenger service be- 
tween Hartford, New York. Spring- 
field. Boston, and Albany, will suspend 
activities September 29 and will go out 
of business. All equipment of the com- 
pany. including three tri-Wasp Fords, 
will be sold immediately ami all assets 
liquidated, it was announced by Charles 
E. Corson of Bridgeport, president of 
the company'. 


Improved Lunken 
Airport Now Model 

Dedication to Inaugurate 
Outstanding City Project 


CINCINNATI — Formal dedication of 
Lunken Airport, Cincinnati's munici- 
pallv-owned flying field, on Sept. 26-28, 
brings to the attention of the aviation 
industry a number of advanced features 
of airport design and construction. By 
the erection of a dike, and construction 
of a drainage system and pumping sta- 
tion, Cincinnati reclaimed for this field 
approximately 1.100 acres of river bot- 
tom land, bought at an average of $250 

em valuation of more than $3,000 an 
acre. Some 500 acres of the tract have 
been developed at this time. The port 
is 5 mi. by road from Cincinnati's 

The protective dike, surrounding two 
sides of the field, is 900 ft. long and 
varies in height from 6-25 ft. Erected 
under supervision of H. F. Shipley. 
Cincinnati Engineer of Highways, from 
earth acquired in the grading, it makes 
use of the airport practical at all times 
except tile few (lavs in occasional years 

55-ft. flood stage. 


The 7,500 ft. of concrete tile, ranging 
24-54 in. in diameter, constituting the 
primary drainage system, was manu- 
factured at the airport by the Inde- 
pendent Concrete Manufacturing Co. of 
Indianapolis. The pumping station, at 
the lowest point in the field, is a cir- 
cular building of re-inforccd concrete, 
equipped with a Worthington 7.500.000- 
gal. pump, powered by a 50 lip. West- 
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Improved Lunken 
Port a Model 

( Concluded from page 16) 

ingliouse three-phase, 240-volt, 60-cycle 
motor with push-button controls. It is 
designed to discharge surface water 
through the dike should the drainage 
system become inoperative through ice 
or high water. Provision has been made 
for the speedy installation of any num- 
ber up to three additional, similar pumps 
if found necessary after a period of 

Other buildings on the grounds in- 
clude three brick and steel municipal 
hangars with a combined capacity of 70 
planes. These buildings, designed by 
Kruckemever & Strong, Cincinnati, are 
each 112x144 ft., with door openings, 
14, 15 and 18 x 100 ft., respectively. 
There are two 60xl20-ft. steel-con- 
struction Army hangars ; one 40xl20-ft, 
Army administration building ; one tem- 
porary brick 40x40-ft. terminal build- 
ing housing city offices, consolidated 
ticket offices, a weather bureau, waiting 
rooms anu comfort stations; a school 
building; a concession and restaurant 
building ; two aircraft factories and one 

porary shops are at present located in 
the hangar buildings. 

Further Bulldlnr l’lunued 

New buildings contemplated include 
two terminal buildings for passengers, 
mail and freight; various hangars for 
commercial, mail, private, governmental 
and other planes; shop buildings; a 
hotel ; stores : an exposition building 
and additional factories. The manage- 
ment of the airport has invited corre- 
spondence with manufacturers and com- 
mercial operators regarding the splendid 
opportunities said to exist. 

Heating and plumbing equipment was 
furnished by the General Iron Works 
Co., Harrison, N. J. ; the Niemes Plumb- 
ing Co., Cincinnati, and the Texo 
Heater & Mfg. Co., Covington, Ky. 
The use of gas for heating has obviated 
the necessity for unsightly and danger- 
ous smokestacks, of which there are 
none at Lunken Airport, and has made 
automatic temperature control possible. 




Smoke Pot Wiud 
Indicator Now Offered 

BURBANK (calif.) — A special smoke- 
producing wind indicator has been 
placed on the market by the United 
Airports of California, Ltd. This 
instrument was developed to the speci- 
fications of the United Airport and has 
been in use here for about 5 mo. with 
complete success. The smoke pot can 
be sold for a nominal price and has 
proved an excellent indicator of both 
speed and direction of the wind. A 
particular advantage is that the column 
of smoke produced, which is heavy and 
tends to roll along on the runway under 
the influence of the wind, will tell the 
approaching pilot exactly what the air 
is doing in gusty weather since the 
smoke column continues visible for 
several hundred feet along the ground 
and bends and veers with every gust 
of wind. 

Experiments have been conducted 
which show that any shade of smoke 
from white to black can be produced 
as local conditions may require. The 
white smoke is usually more visible, 
particularly against a dark runway, 
and has been used at the United Air- 
port. The smoke pot uses the cheapest 
fuel oils, holds 25 gal. at a filling, 
burns about 5 qt. per hour, and will 
produce smoke continuously for 12-15 
hr. without tending. The cost of oper- 

The possibility of replacing wind 
cones with smoke pots has attracted a 
great deal of attention recently, espe- 
cially since the publication of an edi- 
torial in Aviation- recommending the 
change. Many inquiries about where 
smoke pots suitable for the purpose could 
be secured were received by the maga- 
zine at that time. 


Lighting at Valley 
Stream Completed 

Curtiss Port Fitted 
With Elaborate System 

yALLEY STREAM (l. I.)— The 
lighting of the Curtiss Airport here 
was finished recently. The installation 
is modern and complete, and presents 
an interesting example of the present 
airport lighting engineering. The work 
was done under the supervision of C, C. 
Christiansen, electrical engineer of the 
Curtiss-Wright Airports Corp. 

The boundary lighting system is of the 
series type, having 43 General Electric 
units equipped with 1,000 lumen lamps 
and amber Holophane glassware, and 
the Curtiss tiltover safety cone of the 
disconnecting type. In the boundary- 
light circuit are also connected 21 red 
obstruction lights, mounted upon poles 
in such a way that the light is actually 
6 in. above the top of the pole and sup- 
ported with a detachable hook which 
allows it to swing down in case of 
maintenance or upon being struck by 
an incoming plane or part of a plane. 
Amber lights were used because of the 
large number of street lights surround- 
ing the port and which were confusing 
to the pilots. 

Sunrise Highway parallels the air- 
port on the north side and along this 
highway are 58 poles. The red obstruc- 
tion lights on these were connected to 
the street lighting circuit of the local 
power company and arc paid for on a 
monthly and yearly basis, including 
power, maintenance, etc. Along Cen- 
tral Avenue on the west side, there are 
eighteen poles which were taken care of 
in the same manner. There are six 
hangars on the field, each carrying four 
red obstruction lights. There is also a 
restaurant with four red obstruction 
lights and a comfort station with two 
red lights. 

The main field floodlight is a Sperry 
with high intensity arc. It is 1,000 mm, 
180 deg. dioptric-lens, full automatic 
type and may be operated from three 
parts of the field. This light has been 
in operation since October, 1929, and 
during this time has been used three 
nights a week in connection with student 
training. On these nights, it has been 
run from 4-6 hr. steaddy without heat- 
ing and without any perceptible flicker- 
ing. It has operated consistently for 
2 hr. on one pair of carbons. 


Augmenting this light are two auxil- 
iary floodlights. These are of the Sperry 
A.S.A. type 500 mm, incandescent 3 kw. 
dioptric-lens type. These may be con- 
trolled manually or automatically in 
case of failure of the larger arc unit. 
Tile arc light is mounted on the balcony 
of the hangar No. 1. The auxiliaries 
are mounted directly beneath and in 
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N.A.T. Passenger 
Line Opens Oct. 1 

Chicago-Cleveland Service To 
Use New High-Speed Fords 



Instead of carrying the normal load 
of fourteen passengers, the planes will 

the pilots' cockpit capable of holding 
front 800-1,000 lb. of mail and seats will 
be installed for ten or eleven passengers. 
Experiments to determine the seating 
capacity are now being conducted. 

The first schedule calls for two planes 
daily each way as follows: 



W.A.E. Radio Reaches 1,000 Mi. 

LOS ANGELES— Western Air E* 
press recently announced^ that a radic 


(instead of 100 m 
substitution of s 
length of 53 m. in 


uade after dark. 


Airport Gets Tax Remission 

CALDWELL (x. ].)— A remission of 
$20,900 on the Caldwell Township 
assessment of $204,400 against 443 
acres, hangar and houses at Curtiss- 
Esscx Airport owned by Essex Airport, 
Inc., has been allowed by the Essex Tax 
Board. Township Assessor Dey recom- 

reduction of $132,000. 


N.A.T. and Gulf 
Coast Set Records 



Shuttle Service Opened 
By Consolidated Airline 



Air Mail Statistical Report for June 



27, 1930 


Lighting Units at Valley 
Stream Completed 


front of the main unit on 30-in. centers. 
The mounting height of the main unit 
is 13 in. to the light center; the mount- 
ing height of the auxiliary units is 10 ft. 
5 in. to light center. Between the two 
auxiliary' units is placed a Sperry 18-in. 
ceiling light, type S.G.D. About 500 ft. 
away in a direct line with the lights is a 
Sperry type XDC ceiling height in- 


Bocing Field Regulates Skids 

SEATTLE — A regulation has recently 

the use of narrow skids. *01d skids 
were from 14-2 in. wide, with a sharo 
hook o 


ig; the new skids must be 3J-4 in. 
ie, or the planes may be equipped with 
I wheels. A saving of about 50 per 
it in runway maintenance is expected 
be effected by enforcing this regu- 



Cleveland Air Ticket 
Office Has High Sales 


erated by the Cleveland Automobile 
Club exceeded the $10,000 mark for 
August and have totaled more than 
$50,000 for the first 8 mo. of 1930. 
During August, also, air passenger 
traffic in and out of Cleveland reached 
new records when 3,716 persons used 
the four airlines serving the city as 
compared with 3,678 for July, the pre- 
vious high month. 

Of the August traffic. Stout Air 
Services carried 1,669, Thompson Aero- 
nautical Corp. carried 959. Universal 
' : ~;s accounted for 863 a: ' " 


sylva 


r 225. The ticket 


income of the Air Travel Bureau for 
1930 to date reflects the general in- 
crease in air travel, according to 
Q. Allyn, bure; 


. Thebi 


o Meryl 


statement follows: 

January, $1,221.17; February, $3,- 
944.61; March, $5,463.66; April, $7,- 
777.95; May, $8,527.07; June, $8,582.75; 
July, $9,356.74; August, $10,457.14; 
total, $55,331.09. 




AIRWAYS 



Pacific Air Transport on September 
15 celebrated its fourth birthday. Its 
planes have flown a total of about 3,300,- 
000 mi. 


Kohler Aviation Corp., operating be- 

across Lake Michigan, completed its 
first year of service on September 1. 

Kohler Aviation Corp. recently car- 
ried an order of paint weighing "13,370 
lb. between Milwaukee and Grand 
Rapids at the rate of $2.05 per 100 lb. 

In 5 mo., ending September 1 . a total 
of 20,422 passengers on regularly sched- 
uled trips passed through the St. Louis 
Municipal Airport. 

Proposed regulations governing the 
installation and requirements of aero- 
nautical apparatus will be the subject 
of a conference to be called by the 
Aeronautics Branch. 

Nine additional teletype machines are 
to be installed on the Boston-Atlanta 
airway, as follows: Atlanta and Jeffer- 
son, Georgia; Anderson and Spartan- 
burg, S. C. ; Charlotte and Greensboro, 
N. C.; and South Boston, Crewe, and 
Richmond, Va. 


Detailed descriptions of airports in 
Canada and Newfoundland have been 
provided in Trade Information Bulletin 
No. 716 of the United States Depart- 
ment of Commerce. 

Several passengers on the Ludington 
line between New York and Washington 
became confused recently and found 
themselves on a southbound plane rather 
than the one going north. 

All night mail planes of the Thomp- 
son Aeronautical Corp., have been 
equipped with two-way radio apparatus. 
The terminal points are Pontiac and 
Cleveland. 


Irving G 
attitude ol 


Assistant Postmaster General W. 

'er recently discussed the 
ie government toward com- 
aviation and the development of 
the air mail at the annual convention of 
the National Association of Postal 
Supervisors at Dallas. 


The Pikes Peak Air Commerce, Inc., 
Colorado Springs, Colo., has been given 
permission by the Public Utilities Com- 
mission to operate an air passenger and 
freight route from Denver to Durango. 



Midcontinent Air Express is now fly- 
ing between Denver and Dallas an hour 
and a half faster than formerly, the trip 
now requiring 8 hr. 30 min. 





AIRPORT CONSTRUCTION 



New Sites, Enlargements 


Surfacing and runways are now com- 
plete at Floyd Bennett Field, Barren 
Island, Brooklyn, X. Y„ and eight 
hangars are under construction. Con- 
tracts are about to be let for the devel- 
opment of parking space and for the 
construction of a seaplane base adja- 
cent to the field, on the easterly side 
facing Jamaica Bay. Approximately 
$2,500,000 has already been spent on the 
project. More than 8.000,000 yd. of 
sand have been pumped onto the 400- 
acre field. Two concrete runways about 
4,000 and 1,000 ft. long by 100 ft. wide 
are finished, and the suriace of the field 
has been sodded. An additional 400 
acres are available for enlarging the 
field as that becomes necessary. 


The it 


r $300,000 a 




0 airport at J 

III., is now complete and in use. 

entire field, which measures 2,500x2,750 
ft., has been fenced, and surrounding 
high tension and tele phone trunk lines 
have been placed underground. Adja- 
cent parking space sufficient to accom- 
modate 2,000 cars and accessible from 
two highways has been gravelled. The 
combination administration and hangar 
building contains waiting room, restau- 
rant, dining room, offices, first aid, bag- 
gage and mail rooms, pilots' lounge and 
dormitory, repair shop, and large han- 
gar space. Youngberg. Brown and 
Youngberg of Chicago were the engi- 


Minot, X. D.. has leased an additional 
80 acres, thereby doubling the area of 
the municipal airport, and has secured 
a five-year option to buy the property 

City officials of Warren. Ohio, are 
said to be considering the development 
of a 450-acre tract near Vienna, Ohio, 
as a Mahoning Valley airport, if the 
co-operation of neighboring cities can 
be secured. 


Surfacing and Improvements 


The first hard surface take-off strip 
at Cleveland Airport has been com- 
pleted. It measures 1.500x100 ft., and 
runs in an east-west direction. Water- 
bound macadam was used for the 6-in. 
base: the surface is asphalt. 1 J in. thick. 

Authorization has been received from 
the state of Michigan for the construc- 
tion of roncrete runways, 2,640x50 ft., 
at Lansing Airport, which is situated 
on land owned bv the state but is oper- 
ated as a municipal airport by the city. 
Work is to start immediately. 


penditure of more than $200,000, is al- 
most complete. More than 1 .600,000 
cu.yd. of dirt have been sluiced onto 
the field from the bottom of Duwamish 
River. The surface of the port is prac- 
tically level, with a maximum grade of 
.2 to .6. Over 22,000 ft. of vitrified and 
concrete drainage pipe, from 3 to 24 in. 
in diameter, have been laid. Other im- 
provements include a 1.150-ft. drainage 
ditch, and a 100-ft. landing circle. 

Buildings 


The Board of Control of Akron, 
Ohio, has let the contract for erection 
of a two-story administration building 
at the municipal airport, to cost 
$175,000. 

The Monroe (La.) Airport Commit- 
tee is about to call for bids for the con- 
struction of a hangar at the Selman 
Airport at a cost of approximately 
$10,000. 

The rear wall of Hangar No. 2 at 
the Houston (Tex.) Airport which was 
destroyed by a tornado on Aug. 1 is 
being rebuilt. It will be of steel con- 
struction and will be surmounted with 
sheet metal. 

Work on the $60,000 Boeing hangar 
at the Omaha Municipal Airport is re- 
ported to be progressing rapidly, and 
the company expects to move to it from 
Fort Crook during October. 


A brick hangar, 85x100 ft., including 
office quarters and mechanics’ room, has 
been completed at the 640-acre Lubbock 
(Tex.) Airport. The field has been 
surfaced and marked, and lights have 
been installed. 

With Oklahoma City’s recently voted 
municipal airport bond issue judged 
legal by a decision of the State Supreme 
Court recently, it is expected that 
Tulsa's $650,000 airport bond issue 
voted last February will become valid 
also, and that work will soon be begun 
on the proposed $150,000 administration 
building and other improvements at the 
municipal airport. The court’s ruling 
declared that a municipal airport is a 
public utility, and that bonds may legally 
be voted for such an improvement. 

Interstate Airlines and the Depart- 
ment of Commerce are cooperating in 
improving the radio building at Sky 
Harbor. Nashville, Tenn. 


Stockton, Calif., is considering bids 
for the construction of a frame and gal- 
vanized iron hangar, measuring 50x60 
ft., at the municipal airport. 


Filling and grading of the northern Work is in progress on the headquar- 
half of Boeing Field, Seattle, at an ex- ters terminal of Pacific International 


Airport at Hartford 
For United Progressing 

HARTFORD — Development on the 
new field of United Airports of Con- 
necticut, a division of United Aircraft & 
Transport Corp., is progressing rapidly. 
Located in East Hartford, directfy 
bchind the factories of the Pratt & 
Whitney Aircraft Co. and the Chance 
Vought Corp., this new airport after 
its completion next spring promises to 
be one of the most complete and up-to- 
date in the East. Don L. Brown is 
president of United Airports, and Ber- 
nard L. Whelan is airport manager. 

At present 130 acres of the 165- 
acre tract which has been set aside for 
the development are in the process of 
completion. The entire field has been 
graded and drained, and 80 acres have 
already been seeded. Seeding on the 
remaining 50 acres is expected to be 
completed in 2 mo. 

Bids for the construction of two 
large hangars are now out, but have 
not yet been awarded. The Austin 
Co. has prepared plans for them and 
their construction is scheduled to start 
October 1. They are to be built in a 
design similar to’ the Pratt & Whitney 
and Chance Vought buildings, and will 
be of steel, concrete, and brick. 

The larger of the two will measure 
125 x 160 ft., while the smaller will 
be 125 x 80 ft. The larger hangar will 
house offices of United Airport and 
planes of the company. On the field 
side of the hangar will be a two-story 
addition which will enclose a large 
reception room for visiting pilots, 
locker rooms for their use, and offices 
for the executives of United Airports. 
The main section of the building on the 
west will house the overhaul and service 
work of Pratt & Whitney, which at that 
time will lie taken over by United Air- 


Airways. Ltd., at Victoria, B. C. The 
terminal, being built by the Austin 
Company, will be of Spanish architec- 
ture and will cost about $45,000. 

Equipment 

The radio beacon at the Indianapolis 
Municipal Airport is reported practi- 
cally ready for use. 

Don C. Roebling, owner of two planes 
and a hangar at the Clearwater (Fla.) 
Municipal Airport, has announced that 
he will finance the purchase and installa- 
tion of a floodlight, a lighted wind sock, 
and an illuminated sign for the hangar 


A 2,000,000-cp. revolving beacon has 
been installed at the Orlando (Fla.) 
Municipal Airport. 


An airplane compass table has been 
presented to the city of Los Angeles by 
Pacific Aeromotive Corp., and has been 
installed on the Los Angeles Airport 
for the use of all tenants. 


September 27, 1930 



French Air Ministry 
Reports Plane Subsidies 


PARIS — The first 100 Air Ministry 
premiums for acquisition of light planes 
have been granted to 67 private buyers 
and 33 associations. Statistics covering 
the first 95 disclose the following 
choices: 32 Potez 36 cabin monoplanes 
with 95-hp. Renault or Salmson engines ; 
26 Caudron 232 open biplanes with 
95-hp. Renault engines; 21 Morane- 
Saulnier "Moth" open biplanes, 100-hp. 
Gipsy; 4 Farman 230 open monoplanes, 
40-hp. Salmson or 95-hp. Renault; 3 
Caudron 154; 2 Caudron 193 open 
monoplanes, 95-hp. Salmson ; 2 Farman 
200 open monoplanes, 120-hp. Salmson ; 
one each : Farman 190 cabin monoplane, 
230-hp. Salmson ; Farman 192 cabin 
monoplane, 230-hp.Titan ; Morane-Saul- 
nier 230. 230-hp. Salmson open mono- 
plane; Guerchais-Henriot cabin mon- 
plane, 95-hp. Renault ; and Schreck open 
biplane amphibion, 180-hp. Hispano- 

The amount of the Government sub- 
sidy exceeds in some cases half the list 
price of the machines. For instance, the 
Potez 36 fitted with the “safety leading 
edge" is granted 34,200 fr. ($1,370) for 
an Army active or reserve pilot, while 
the list price with Renault engine is 
60,000 fr. ($2,400), or with Salmson 
engine, 74.000 fr. ($2,960). 


Air Union Traffic Increases 

WASHINGTON — The Department of 
Commerce reports that the French Air 
Union has experienced an increase of 
20 per cent in passenger traffic in the 
first 6 mo. of this year as compared 
with the same period last year. There 

freight and 400 per cent in mail. The 
figures are as follows: 



To Light Japanese Mail Route 

TOKIO — Due to the poor showing of 
air mail traffic in Japan the Air Bureau 
of the Ministry of Communications is 

ceipts. During the past year both pas- 
senger and mail carrying have failed 
to come up to expectations. At present 
the airlines carry a daily average of 
only 200 letters and post cards. In an 
effort to improve the airways about 
$235,000 will be spent on the Tokyo- 
Osaka route. Nine 24-in. revolving 
beacons will be erected at intervals of 
3/ mi. with four intermediate neon 
markers. Other changes are contem- 
plated in the program, also. 


Charles L. G. Colebrook 

The English aeronautical world has 
been mourning recently the death on 
August 29 of Charles L, G. Colebrook, 
the aviation expert on the staff of the 
London Times. He stood in the first 
rank in his profession and was particu- 
larly known for his thoroughness and 
industry. His death at only 45 years 
of age is mourned on this side of the 
water too. Though his writings in this 
magazine were modestly shrouded under 
the title of “Our British Correspondent,” 
the bulk of the important British news 
and articles published in Aviation dur- 
ing the past year were produced by Mr. 
Colebrook as our regular representative 
in Loiidon. He contributed generous 
descriptions of the R.101 and the R.100 
upon their completion. He covered the 
Schneider Trophy Contest a year ago 
with extraordinary thoroughness, and 
he supplied a steady flow of descriptions 
of new aircraft. During the late winter 
Mr. Colebrook was forced to curtail his 
work for Aviation on account of his 
health. In his death the magazine loses 
an invaluable contributor, some of its 
editorial staff a personal friend. 


Reorganize Peruvian 
Aeronautics Departments 

LIMA — Contracts of the five Americans 
who have been engaged in the develop- 
ment of aviation for the Peruvian Gov- 
ernment have been cancelled, the re- 
quired three months notice being given. 
Comdr. Harold B. Grow, who has been 
Inspector General of Peruvian Aviation, 
is awaiting trial by court martial for 
attempting a bomb raid on the revolu- 
tionary forces which recently overthrew 
the government of President Leguia. 
The others are not being held. They 
are : Capt. Charles Whitehead. Peruvian 
Air Corps ; Lieut.-Comdr. Ben H. 
Wyatt, U.S.N., director of the Peruvian 
Naval Air School and of the base at 
Ancon ; W. O, Runcie, chief naval air 
photographer; Comdr. C. G. Davy, 
U.S.N. (retired), director of the Peru- 
vian Naval School at La Punta. 

Comdr. Wyatt, commander of the 
Navy's aerial survey unit in Alaska four 
years ago, is the aviation officer attached 
to the official American naval mission 
to Peru. 

The office of Inspector General of 
Peruvian Aviation has been abolished. 
Instead, three officials have been ap- 
pointed by acting President M. Sanches 
Cerro, as follows : Commander Rotalde, 
Minister of Marine and Aviation; Eng. 
Capt. Edilberto Perales, Director Gen- 
eral of Naval Aviation and Administra- 
tion ; Lieut.-Col. Juan O’Conner, Direc- 
tor General of Peruvian Aviation. The 
latter two are under the Minister, and 
in his department there will also be a 
director of civil commercial aviation. 

Development of Peruvian airlines will 
be continued. On Aug. 22, Captain 
Estremaydoro, in a Hamilton plane, 
made a trial flight over the proposed 
extension of the Peruvian Naval Air 
Line from Iquitos to Manaos, Brazil. 
Several further trial and exploration 
flights will be made before the line is 
inaugurated (See The Aviation News, 
July 19, p. 22). 


Orlebar Credited With Record 

LONDON— Press reports here state 
that Squadron Leader A. H. Orlebar 
recently flew one of last year's Schneider 
Trcphy seaplanes at a new record speed. 
His time was said to be in excess of 

was placed at about 369 m.p.h., the gov- 
ernment declining to make an official 
announcement. The former record stood 
at 357723 m.p.h. 


Air Transport Meeting Held 

ANTWERP (bei-gium) — A general 
conference under the auspices of the 
International Air Transport Associa- 
tion opened here Sept. 9. Among the 
subjects considered were air trans- 
port rates, schedules, air mail regula- 
tions, liability in case of accidents, and 
the question of arrangements for ex- 
amination of baggage and payment of 
customs duties by air passengers. 
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Aircraft Service Directory 


NepCo Announces 

Complete Airplane and Motor Overhaul Depot 

M - -c zsfxvzisr- w — 

Write for prices. All Work Guaranteed. 

NepCo-TriCity Flying Service Inc. 


AIRCRAFT INSTRUMENTS 
\ND EQUIPMENT 


WIND TUNNEL 



You read the sporting pages 
You read the political gossip 
You read motion picture reviews 
You read the stock market reports 

But . . . 

What about the news of aviation? 

Every day you pick up the morning paper. 

Your eyes skim the headlines. Then you pore over the 
news stories that interest you on sports, politics, talkies, 
the stock market, news of the day. 

But how much more important it is to read the news of 
aviation — the industry in which you have a definite 
responsibility ! 

And by “news of aviation” we don’t mean the common 
garden variety of flight stories. We mean the really vital 
aviation news that has a direct bearing on the future of 
the industry — on your own activity! 

You’ll find this helpful news in THE AVIATION 
NEWS . . the new weekly reporting service. News 
of government aviation . . competitive activities . . 
sales activities . . legislation affecting aviation . . 
airport construction projects . . financial news . . all 
the really important news of the industry. 

As one subscriber writes: “THE AVIATION NEWS 
is really a composite insight of all that has happened 
around the country, and if you keep it as such, we are 
sure that it will increase in favor in all territories." 

Don’t leave it to an occasional sample copy to give you 
the news. Just tear off and mail the coupon below. It 
will bring you THE AVIATION NEWS regularly 


THE AVIATION NEWS 
10th Avc. at 36th St., New York 



Where minutes 

mean M one y 

Wright wins again 


As they’ve done at every National Air 
Race, Wright engines again stole the 
show at Chicago! For pilots who raced 
behind Wright power repeated the rac- 
ing triumphs of last year, and again came 
away with the richest payload of prizes! 

Actually Wright-powered ships won $39,- 
950.00 out of a possible total of $50,440.- 
00 in the events they were entered . . . 
or $79.00 out of every possible $1 00.00. 

In the 22 events entered Wright-powered 
planes romped home with 15 firsts, 11 
seconds and 12 third places . . . 82% 
of the possible places ! 


Brilliant among Wright victors were the 
new "Whirlwinds,” for in the majority of 
events they entered they took the lion’s 
share of awards. And the powerful 
little Wright-Gipsy, flying in some races 
against engines of three times its horse- 
power, won 7 places — five of which were 
firsts ! 

Wright is proud, hut not unduly, of this 
splendid showing. For its engines per- 
formed just as they always do at Air Races 
. . . and as they’re doing every day 
the world over, in millions of miles 
of dependable flying by sturdy modern 
ships! 
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